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John Y. Bassett through the medium of Osler's essay. Osler was impressed,
and he accorded Bassett the title An Alabama Student; it seems a trifle unfair
to either Osler or Alabama to change, on the title-page of the present volume,
the "An" to the more definite "The." It is unfortunate, also, to note that
the present text is not an exact reprinting of the paper as it appeared in its
original form in the Southern Medical Reports. But neither are the excerpts
from the original as presented in the Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin and in
the "An Alabama Student" exact transcriptions, so that one more attempt to
improve on the good Doctor Bassett's literary efforts is not out of order.
However, too much importance must not be attached to such minor
points; the fact remains that here we have the views and the philosophy of a
genuine physician. A place should be made on the book-shelf for this small
volume to snuggle in between Aequtimitas and An Alabama Student.
GEO. H. SMITH.
PRINCIPLES OF GENETICS. By E. Grace White. The C. V.
Mosby Co., St. Louis, 1940. Pp. 352. $2.50.
It is amazing that the publishers should issue such a volume at a time
when numerous good text-books on genetics are available to students, and to
the authors of other text-books. Far from measuring up to the claims of its
publishers-"a new and original book," contains "all the new developments
in Genetics," etc.-this volume is gravid with misconception and replete
with errors of fact. It is difficult to understand how the author could get so
far off when the elementary facts of genetics are so readily accessible. A few
examples will suffice-blood group inheritance is ascribed to duplicate factors,
an interpretation dropped years ago; lethal effects of chromosome aberrations
are ascribed to the "absence of alleles at synapsis"; position effect is said to
be the change in crossing over found when positions of genes are changed;
in discussing the heredity of tumors in Drosophila the tumors are said to
arise from "embryonic rest cells, or neoplasms"! Definitions, when not
erroneous, are often misleading, e.g., those of phenotype, multiple alleles, etc.
Likewise the exposition is all too frequently unclear. Further, many of the
numerous illustrations are poorly reproduced-the bad impression this gives
is accentuated by the greenish stock on which the book is printed. It is to be
hoped that the publishers will withdraw this edition for correction and revision.
D. F. POULSON.
THE PHARMACOLOGICAL BASIS OF THERAPEUTICS. By Louis
Goodman and Alfred Gilman. The Macmillan Co., New York,
1941. Pp. 1383. $12.50.
This is without doubt one of the outstanding medical works of the past
decade and should take rank with such favorites as Best and Taylor's